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Whereas, the College decided on March 16, 2020, to institute an Opt-ln Pass/D/Fail 
grading model where students are able to pursue either regular letter grading or 
Pass/D/Fail grading for any/all courses while fulfilling distribution and major 
requirements; 

Whereas, there has been widespread and robust discourse among Middlebury 
students around equitable grading for the Spring 2020 semester, following the active 
engagement of the FairGradesMidd and Opt-InMidd student movements and Student 
Government Association in continued dialogue and data collection; 

Whereas, the organizers of FairGradesMidd have sought out and collected 
testimonials from over 400 students who have stated how the current grading 
system directly and disproportionately affects their lives and impedes on their 
well-being, 

Whereas, our unprecedented global pandemic, health concerns, limitations to 
broadband access, and external stressors will make completing the semester difficult 
for all students, and even more so for students in our community who are most in 
need of support; 

Whereas, the current optional model establishes a substantial distinction between 
the academic status of students as not all students are subjected to the same type of 
accreditation and reinforces the stigma that letter grades are superior to Pass/Fail 
credits; 

Whereas, the current model fails to provide an equitable framework in which 
students can make the most of their education while preserving their wellbeing under 
our current circumstances; 

Whereas, the current model unfairly impacts students for whom Middlebury usually 
provides key resources on campus, including students without internet access, stable 
housing, food security, as well as students who depend on the College financially, for 



accommodations and additional academic support, and students whose academic 
success this semester will be uniquely impacted by their material circumstances; 

Whereas, several students have voices their intention to pursue letter grading even if 
it negatively impacts their health and well-being due to fears of being discriminated 
against by employers and graduate programs and of being considered "less than" by 
their peers; 

Whereas, major universities and institutions such as MIT, Columbia University, 
Stanford University, Barnard College, Williams College, Smith College, and Dartmouth 
College have already adopted a universal pass/fail model, and the Harvard Medical 
School has attested that pass/fail courses can serve as prerequisites for medical 
school only if the policy is implemented for all students; 

Whereas, the updated May 8 deadline does not accommodate for students who are 
struggling and does not consider the uncertainties of our circumstances, especially 
given the quickly evolving nature of the current pandemic; 

Whereas, it is urgent to adopt a grading model that can equitably support the entire 
student body regardless of the barriers to academic success that their current 
circumstances may impose; 

Whereas, it is the Student Government Association's mission to equitably represent 
student voices on important issues and serve as a vehicle for students to actively 
participate in the formulation of institutional policy; 

Whereas, Middlebury College's community standards state that students, faculty, 
staff, and administrators must uphold standards of conduct that "enable the highest 
quality of teaching and learning," which includes promoting healthy, safe, and 
balanced lifestyles in our community; 

Whereas, the College should make decisions considering and prioritizing students' 
safety, emotional health, and well-being; 

Therefore, be it resolved... 

That, the Student Government Association recommends that the administration 
change the modified opt-in Pass/D/Fail grading model for the Spring 2020 semester 



into a mandatory Credit/No Credit model and urges the administration to work 
transparently and collaboratively with students and faculty in pursuit of this change; 


That, the Student Government Association urges the Office of the Provost, the Office 
of Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty, the Office of the Dean of 
Curriculum and the Senior Leadership Group to reconsider their decision of 
maintaining the current Opt-ln Pass/D/Fail grading model with modifications for the 
Spring 2020 semester; 

That, the Student Government Association urges the Office of the Provost, the Office 
of Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty, the Office of the Dean of 
Curriculum, the Senior Leadership Group and all parties involved to use the student 
testimonials provided by FairGradesMidd in their decision-making process; 

Respectfully submitted, 
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